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CPS’ Approach to Assessment & Family 
Assessment Calendars 

CPS aims to use multiple assessments with different purposes 
over the course of the year to provide educators with data to 

inform their ongoing work, as well as to identify targeted 
supports and enrichment opportunities for students.  

Family Assessment Calendars:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ud77VbebXoqEtThsyLTUr1o4vXuct-WhKW-z6KBHnPk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X5rKA86jEkHOqpQtX7pLgOw_IzSNrBD9x2540iJuJac/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IQbhT-ia0HJi8gncgeBjZux2qzQZcSVpofPue3L_lk0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17qxYh8CIFvRZzTELXs8VBjQkXFC6uQzUmmveX7IOCw4/edit?tab=t.0


What data reports are shared with families and when?

Current 
Grade

English 
Language Arts

Math Science

Kindergarten-
Grade 2

mClass 
(fall/winter/spring)

Forefront
(fall/winter/spring)

–

Grade 3 i-Ready
(fall/winter/spring)

i-Ready
(fall/winter/spring)

–

Grades 4-8 i-Ready
(fall/winter/spring)

MCAS (reports from 
spring MCAS 

are sent in fall)

i-Ready
(fall/winter/spring)

MCAS ((reports from spring 
MCAS are sent in fall)

MCAS 
(reports from 

spring MCAS are 
sent in fall; 
current 6th 

graders only)

All reports are sent through Parent Square’s secure documents; 
MCAS reports are also mailed home in the fall.



What is universal screening? 

All students complete screeners annually to 
provide educators and caregivers with 

important information about each students’ 
strengths and areas for continued support. 
Universal screeners are brief assessments 
focused on targeted skills and are typically 

used with all children three times a year (fall, 
winter and spring) to measure progress and 
determine an appropriate level of support. 

A universal screening tool answers the 
question, "Is the child performing at 

benchmark levels on key skills?"  



What screener is used in K-2 Literacy? mClass

CPS Literacy Site for Families/Caregivers

mCLASS is a research-proven, state approved literacy screener that includes timed, 
1-minute measures of critical literacy skills. mCLASS typically takes 10-15 minutes 
per-student to complete. 

mCLASS connects to a personalized learning program called "Boost Reading" that 
students can access inside and outside of school.  This fun, adaptive online program 
provides each student with a unique sequence of lessons to address their specific 
literacy needs based on screener and diagnostic data. Learn more here. 

Learn more about the 
mCLASS assessment here. 

Visit the mCLASS Home 
Connect® website to find 

literacy resources for 
caregivers, including at-home 
lessons organized by skill to 

support students.

https://sites.google.com/cpsd.us/literacy-for-cps-caregivers/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/cpsd.us/literacy-for-cps-caregivers/i-ready-boost-personalized-instruction/boost-reading
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tGIQjPQlfXQ08jiQq4UL_C6AK3ytGrYa/view?usp=sharing
https://mclass.amplify.com/homeconnect/


mClass continued: What are the skills your child should 
learn to become a successful reader?



mClass continued: What are the skills your child should 
learn to become a successful reader?



Note: Specific areas 
will differ for each 

student.

Home Connect Key in English 
Home Connect Key in Spanish
Home Connect Key in Haitian 
Creole 
Home Connect Key in Bengali
Home Connect Key in Arabic
Home Connect Key in Amharic 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uIJLm8iRc7oK6qqPO2Q04XfkfdsVXvvM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YiHmCMW86oxDu6nEzukBOhyiuyZMVkT_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kb3RNKYcctjYe5ZIPro45bY06TAryd-p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kb3RNKYcctjYe5ZIPro45bY06TAryd-p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YES-b4BIL7vNklQUtf1uhbkUpaPPlVgi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13N6UXAhQ5Y0kImdu3s_jVfqbSNQWOK7z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VJ22NltUe_1VmhnEia9LH1bP6mUSy07f/view?usp=sharing


What screener 
is used in K-2 
Math? 
Forefront

The Forefront Number Sense screener 
consists of interviews and written work. 
They provide an opportunity for educators 
to sit with each child in grades K-2 as they 
count, read numbers, and solve addition 
and subtraction problems. 

During each interview, educators listen 
carefully to learn more about how the child 
makes sense of mathematics. 

This helps educators to consider how we 
can best support all children’s learning.



What does the Forefront Family Report tell me?

What did your 
student 
demonstrate the 
ability to do?

What might your 
student need 
additional 
support with?



What screener is used in Grades 3-8 Literacy 
& Math? i-Ready

i-Ready is a computer adaptive screener. 
This means that as students are assessed, 
questions are adjusted (made easier or 
harder) based on their responses, 
capturing information related to 
grade-specific standards, in addition to 
foundational literacy skills. Because of its 
adaptive nature, i-Ready typically takes 
45-90 minutes to complete. Visit the 
i-Ready caregiver hub here.

i-Ready connects to personalized 
learning opportunities that students 
can access inside and outside of school.  
These adaptive online programs (Boost 
Reading / i-Ready Personalized 
Instruction) provide each student with 
an engaging sequence of unique lessons 
to address their specific needs based on 
diagnostic data. Learn more about 
i-Ready Personalized Instruction here.

Video for 
Families

https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://sites.google.com/cpsd.us/literacy-for-cps-caregivers/i-ready-boost-personalized-instruction?authuser=0
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engaging-families/#help_families_understand_em_i_ready_em
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engaging-families/#help_families_understand_em_i_ready_em




What is MCAS? The state requires that students in 
grades 3-10 participate in the 
Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System (MCAS) each spring. 
Learn more about MCAS here.

Explore the test by clicking here. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/default.html
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/released-items/












What can I do to help 
my child at home?

Personalized Instruction



What can I do to support my child at home? 
Personalized instruction: 

Research based acceleration and remediation program for Literacy and 
Mathematics.

Use adaptive technology to deliver personalized learning instruction. Adapts 
to each unique reader; children can use the program independently at home.

We recommend that caregivers assist their child by helping them log in at home. 
Students log in via Classlink. Your child’s teacher may also download and print a 
QR code or unique username and password that students can use to log in. 
Reach out to your child’s teacher if you’re unsure or did not receive login 
information.

https://launchpad.classlink.com/cpsd


What personalized learning platforms exist for my child 
to work on skills at home?

Current Grade English 
Language Arts

Math

K-Grade 5  Boost Reading STMath

Grade 3-8 i-Ready Personalized 
Instruction

i-Ready Personalized 
Instruction

Students log-in 
via Classlink. 

Caregivers can access the following links:

https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/boost-reading/
https://www.stmath.com/parent-math-resources#helping-your-child
https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://launchpad.classlink.com/cpsd
https://launchpad.classlink.com/cpsd


Tips for Supporting Personalized Instruction 
at Home

Practice logging in with 
your student consistently 

until they can log in 
independently.

Keep their login information in a 
single place so they know where 

to go if they forget it!

Make sure your child has a set of 
headphones and a quiet place to 

work online. Boost Reading is 
personalized to your child’s needs, so 

you don’t need to (and shouldn't!) 
assist them with their learning. Once 
they can log in, they’re ready to start 

using the program. 

If your child is having trouble with the 
content, Boost Reading will adapt to 

provide them with additional support and 
instructions within the game. For this 

reason, it is not recommended that 
caregivers provide assistance. While 
it can be hard not to offer your child help, 

the program is carefully designed to 
provide the level of support each student 

needs to move forward.



How do I access these platforms?

Requesting a loaner chromebook and hotspot

Log in through CPS ClassLink using your 
child's CPS Google credentials:

Enter Your Child's CPS Google Username: 
[YOGFirstInitialLastname@cpsd.us (ex. 
23asmith@cpsd.us)]

Enter Your Child's CPS Google Password:
(grades 3-5): MM DD YYYY (student 
birthdate)

1

2

3

4

https://launchpad.classlink.com/cpsd
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Register for ParentSquare to Receive Your Child’s 
Assessment Reports

How to Register for 
ParentSquare:

1. Activate your account at 
www.parentsquare.com/signin with the cell 
phone number or email address that you have 
on file with the school.

● ParentSquare will ask you to confirm that 
your contact information is correct. You 
can do this on your phone or computer.

2. Choose how you would like to be notified (text, 
email, and/or app) and your preferred language.

3. Get the FREE ParentSquare app for iOS or 
Android. Download the free ParentSquare 
mobile app on the Apple Store or Google Play 
Store.

● You will receive an email, text, or app 
notification with a secure link to your 
child’s report.

Accessing Data Reports in 
ParentSquare:
Grade 4 - 11 families will receive 2023-2024 MCAS reports 
through ParentSquare on Wednesday, October 23.  An active 
ParentSquare account is needed to view reports sent 
through ParentSquare.

Need to register for ParentSquare? Check out our resources:
How to Get Started (አማርኛ | عربي | বাংলা | Kreyòl Ayisyen | 
Español)

How to Access Reports in ParentSquare (Mobile 
Application):

1. On the bottom section of the page, select Alerts. 

2. Select the document you want to view and click View 
Document. Secure document notices are marked by a 
page with a lock icon.*

How to Access Reports in ParentSquare (Website):

1. From the Home page, select Alerts and Notices on 
the left, then select the Document tab.

2. Locate the document you want to view and click View 
Document to open the file.*

*Families must sign in again to verify their identity 
before viewing the document.

https://www.parentsquare.com/signin
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentsquare/id908126679?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.parentsquare.psapp&utm_source=global_co&utm_medium=prtnr&utm_content=Mar2515&utm_campaign=PartBadge&pcampaignid=MKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.parentsquare.psapp&utm_source=global_co&utm_medium=prtnr&utm_content=Mar2515&utm_campaign=PartBadge&pcampaignid=MKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/108hDGNSbeqhV6hm7O90vDTEvOWd2Pfgr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YhclLD5KSIf0uvfsXQ2mkOm7LERKApbl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iSmLQ5FPukBrVmt_4u1TM7dA6sNsFop5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJnTh-DJ_Z9TLYfi7v9Q2amg3nRkvoN6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qhjR7LPB0qG_EWeYKJsTNUO9JivmaRJI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xcpFUybWpa9yExijXfSrPE0_AjwYP6JI/view?usp=sharing


What are additional 
family resources we 
want you to know 
about? 
Cartwheel Family 
Webinars

https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/669d5713-9b6a-46bb-bd7e-c542cff6dd6a/4b86e4b2a9614d16b9bd142274a46ab5/Cartwheel%20Webinar%20Calendar%20%2724-25%20_2.pdf?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_11463966
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/669d5713-9b6a-46bb-bd7e-c542cff6dd6a/4b86e4b2a9614d16b9bd142274a46ab5/Cartwheel%20Webinar%20Calendar%20%2724-25%20_2.pdf?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_11463966

