CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

135 BERKSHIRE STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02141

October 7, 2025

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE:

Approval of Cambridge Public Schools Middle School Pathway Exploration Policy

Recommendation: That the School Committee approve the Cambridge Public Schools Middle
School Pathway Exploration Policy.

This new policy is being presented for a first reading.

Description: This new policy is being presented in order to be in alighment with recent
revisions to state regulations governing career and technical education
programs and guidance issued by the Massachusetts Department of

Elementary and Secondary Education.

Supporting Data: Cambridge Public Schools Middle School Pathway Exploration Policy.

Respectfullysubmitted, |
O

David Murphy ey
Interim Superintendent of Schools

The Cambridge School Department is an equal opportunity / affirmative action employer.
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CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL PATHWAY EXPLORATION POLICY

The Cambridge Public Schools is committed to providing its upper school (middle school)
students with the opportunity to explore and become aware of secondary school options,
including career and technical education schools and programs, and how these options are
connected to a student’s secondary and postsecondary academic and career planning.

In accordance with this commitment, the Cambridge Public Schools will collaborate with the
Rindge School of Arts (RSTA) located within Cambridge Rindge and Latin School (CRLS), which is
its Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs and the upper schools within the Cambridge
Public Schools as well as with CTE regional, agricultural, and other public high schools to inform
students about such opportunities.

The Cambridge Public Schools utilizes Career Connected Learning to engage all students PK-
12, including without limitation upper school students, in developing personal interests and
skills as they relate to future career and educational planning. Through intentional
collaboration between schools, colleges, workforce development agencies, industry, and
community partners, the Cambridge Public Schools aims to build pathways for students to
rewarding careers and lifelong success. The objectives of Career Connected Learning are for
students to graduate ready for their next steps in life and to develop and gain a sense of self,
belonging, future vision, goals, interests and values; the ability to communicate, think critically
and make informed decisions; have skills in academic and career planning, financial literacy and
employability; and experiences with career exploration, civic engagement and practical
coursework and activities.

Utilizing the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s MyCAP
(My Career and Academic Plan) process, the Cambridge Public Schools aims to create, share,
and model a vision for student success that is relevant to students' lives and futures. The goal
of Career Connected Learning in the Cambridge Public Schools is to support student
development and understanding of interests and skills as they relate to future career planning,
identify ways to introduce and teach employability success skills at various grade levels, and to
provide common language around career and academic planning. Exploration and awareness
of secondary school options at CRLS, including CTE programming through RSTA, will be provided
to upper school students through multiple approaches. These approaches, include but are not
limited to, Upper School Guidance Counselors meeting with students both individually and in
small groups to build academic, social emotional, and future thinking skills; Upper School
Guidance Counselors facilitating grade level classroom workshops and providing families with
information aligned with these, including without limitation, grade 8 classroom workshops
regarding 9'" grade course selection, including the option for RSTA exploratory programming;
CTE Exploratory Coordinator working with the Upper School Guidance Counselors to schedule
and implement upper school visits with grade 8 students that include speakers currently
enrolled in RSTA programming; each upper school, in collaboration with the CRLS Guidance
Department, scheduling a half day visit to CRLS for grade 8 students, including a tour of RSTA,
hosting a RSTA Tech Night (open house) as well as other academic and other career connected
learning opportunities through the Cambridge Public Schools various curriculum departments;
sending out information about course selection to the families of grade 8 students; offering a
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CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL PATHWAY EXPLORATION POLICY
RSTA Exploratory Program for grade 9 students which will provide CRLS 9th grade students who
select this elective the opportunity to rotate through all of the RSTA offerings to provide
exposure to and awareness of a variety of options that inform future educational and career
goals; and posting information regarding RSTA and its programs as well as other pathways at
CRLS on the Cambridge Public Schools” website.

The Cambridge Public Schools will provide all 8t" grade upper school (middle school)
students an opportunity to tour, during regular middle school hours, RSTA and its programs with
the transportation costs being assumed by the Cambridge Public Schools. This will be done by
each of the upper schools working in collaboration with the CRLS Guidance Department to
schedule a half day visit to CLRS including a tour of the building and the RSTA and Visual and
Performing Arts wings. Students will not receive an unexcused absence for participating in
these tours. Additionally, RSTA provides tours to students and their families upon request.

The Cambridge Public Schools maintains a record of whether an upper school student was in
attendance in school on the day of the grade 8 tours of CRLS as part of its student attendance
records, and individual grade 8 student 9" grade course selection, MyCAP and CTE schedules as
part of an individual student’s student record information, which shall be maintained in
accordance with federal and state law and regulations and applicable School Committee
policies. If a CPS grade 8 student is absent on course selection days, then the guidance
counselor will meet with the student individually to ensure that they have completed the
process.
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APPENDIX

Cambridge Public Schools MyCAP Scope and Sequence by Grade Level
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